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Asylum seeker: the basic course on Finnish society is
changing

The course on Finnish society gives asylum seekers basic information about
Finnish society. The course has been organised at reception centres since
2016. In March 2021, changes will be made to the course.

The reception centre will give you the materials to study yourself

The reception centre will give you the materials for self-study soon after you
have started living at the centre. The materials will give you information about
Finnish society before the lectures of the course start. If you do not live at a
reception centre, the materials can be sent to you by mail or e-mail.

You can also find the self-study materials on the Finnish Immigration Service's
website at: migri.fi/en/finnish-society-course.

The course consists of six lectures

The topics of the lectures are:
e Finnish legislation
e Finnish society
e Equality between women and men
e Working in Finland
o Sexual health and sexuality
e Non-discrimination

In the future, only the lectures on Finnish legislation and Finnish society will be
compulsory for all asylum seekers aged over 16 who have a duty to
participate in work and study activities. The reception centre will invite you to
the lectures. If you do not go to the compulsory lectures, your reception
allowance may be reduced.

If you have completed the course sections on Finnish legislafion and Finnish
society already, you do not have fo take them again.

Other lectures of the course will be organised at the reception centre as far as
possible. You can go to the other lectures if you choose.

The section on Finnish legislation will include an online course that
you study yourself

www.migri.fi

The reception centre will give you instructions and IDs for taking the online
course. If necessary, the centre will lend you a computer, a tablet or a phone
for taking the course.
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The course will be recorded in your skills assessment

All sections of the basic course on Finnish society you take (lectures and the
online course) will be recorded in your skills assessment. The reception centre
will print out the skills assessment for you when you move out. If necessary, you
can also ask the reception centre to print the skills assessment at other times,
for example when you are looking for a job.



